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1. The state of Akunda is situated in the northern region of Africa. Akunda borders the Sikola

Democratic Republic on the Western side and on the East, there is a large water body known

as the Bonte Sea. The Bonte River is connected with the Wadawa Continent on the other side,

which when loosely translated means ‘land of produce and prosperity’.

2. Akunda is a poor country. In 2019, the World Bank recorded a GDP of US$ 700 per capita for

Akunda. Approximately 38% of the population lives on less than the US $1 per day. Akunda

falls in the category of “least developed countries”. In 2020, the in�lation rate was 10%, and in

2021, the in�lation rate increased to 12% in the wake of the economic impact of the COVID-19

Pandemic. The Akunda national budget is tabled in parliament on 1 June of each year.

3. According to the UNDP Human Development Index for 2020, Akunda’s budgetary allocation

to health made up 5% of the national GDP (in 2019, the corresponding figure stood at 2.8%).

The allocation to education stood at 4.8% of GDP, up from 2.9% in 2019. However, since the

COVID-19 Pandemic, the Akundan government increased its expenditure on technology

infrastructure to 25%. The rationale given by the Akundan government was that technology is

the means to increase socio-economic development in the country as well as a means to curb

the high rates of unemployment in the northern and southern regions of Akunda. The

Minister of Finance remarked as he read the budget for 2020 “We aim to make Akunda the

African Silicon Valley!”

4. Akunda has a devolved system of government and comprises 55 prefectures. Akunda is one of

the largest countries in Africa, with a land mass of 654,000 km2. The devolved system of

government was formed following the promulgation of a new Constitution in 2015. The

Constitution Review Committee, which was formed to investigate the main challenges being

experienced by the citizens of Akunda, noted that the residents of the northern and southern

regions of Akunda felt they were ‘too far from the government’ and thus, would not receive

redress for the challenges they experienced such as high unemployment, high rate of school

drop-outs (especially girls), poverty and recurrent surges of drought and famine.



5. Akunda's new Constitution contains a Bill of Rights, which is an exact copy of the substantive

rights contained in articles 1 to 18 of the 1950 European Convention for the Protection of

Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (European Convention), with the necessary

adaptations. The Constitution further provides under Article 15, that ‘international treaties duly

ratified become part of domestic law.’

6. Akunda is a party to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (African Charter),

which it ratified in 2001. It also ratified the Protocol establishing the African Human Rights

Court in 2003, without making a declaration under Article 34(6) of the Protocol. Akunda is also

a party to the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination

Against Women (CEDAW), the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, the

International Convention on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) as well as the International

Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). As of January 2021, Akunda had

signed but not ratified the Protocol to the African Charter of Human and Peoples’ Rights on

the Rights of Women in Africa ( Maputo Protocol).

7. Akunda’s judicial system includes the Magistrates’ Court, the High Court, Constitutional Court,

and the Supreme Court. The Constitutional Court is mandated under the Constitution to only

adjudicate matters touching on the interpretation of the Constitution. The Supreme Court is

mandated to only hear appeals from the Constitutional Court, with leave of the Court.

8. Akunda holds its elections every 4 years. The next general elections are set to take place in

September 2022. Akunda is a multi-party state and there are over 11 political parties that have

been registered under the Elections and Parties Act. Despite its progressive Constitution that

seeks to eliminate any and all forms of discrimination against women, only 21% of Akunda’s

National Parliament consists of women and there are only 11 female governors in Akunda.

This state of a�fairs is despite the Elections and Parties Act explicitly providing voluntary and

mandatory quotas for Political Parties to ensure equal representation between men and

women.

9. In line with its mandate to make Akunda a hub of technological advancement, the

government developed a pilot program in 15 of the country’s prefectures to encourage youth



to enhance their computer skills by providing all youth who have completed their high school

education with a computer and internet connection to start a business. This has contributed

to a slight advancement in Akunda’s economy as well as heavy use of social media among the

Akundas.

10. In the northern region of Akunda, Medu Prefecture faces high rates of youth unemployment,

and following the COVID-19 Pandemic, farming has deteriorated greatly in the region due to

famine. The Akundan president, H.E Jakusha Juma made a public statement in early 2020

that the government was determined to alleviate the dire conditions in Medu and noted that

Akunda is dedicated to ensuring technological advancement as a tool for economic

development. In his remarks, the president announced plans to promote the development of

advanced irrigation systems given water scarcity in the region between 2020 to 2025. This

plan would be implemented under existing programs aimed at advancing the uptake of

technology-based entrepreneurship among the youth.

11. The dominant community in the Medu region is known as the Lo’lon Community. The Lo’lon

were devastated in 2020 following the COVID-19 Pandemic given that their main sources of

income – farming, fishing and tourism – faced problems due to supply chain breakdowns and

travel restrictions. The Lo’lon community is patriarchal in nature, with women and girls tasked

with the majority of household duties such as cleaning the compound, caring for children and

the elderly, subsistence farming, and collecting water for household consumption. However,

there have been numerous programs developed by non-governmental organizations (NGOs)

in the region to promote and protect the rights of women and girls, especially in ensuring that

girls access education. As an outcome of these programs, the school retention rate for girls

increased from 56% to 79% according to a report shared by the o�fice of the Prefecture of

Medu, in 2019.

12. To mitigate water scarcity in Medu, the local community agreed that they would begin

obtaining water through the Bonte River, something they had refrained from previously,

given that there is a dangerous trek known as Wachuon Lane that borders the river, where

women and children would frequently be abducted and allegedly sold overseas. When Lo’lon



women and girls began obtaining water from the Bonte River, they started getting attacked

on their way back home, leading to incidences of sexual violence again. Due to the rising

challenges in Medu, many Lo’lon families saw the need to migrate into the Wadau continent

for greener pastures from mid-2020.

13. In line with the patriarchal system, many families preferred that the men and boys migrate to

Wadawa first, leaving many women to remain as the heads of the families, according to

statistics released by the Akunda government at the end of 2020. A local newspaper in Medu

reported that the migration was connected to a global human tra�ficking ring, leading the

rest of the Lo’lon to refrain from proceeding to Wadawa due to fear. Due to the dire economic

straits of the inhabitants of Medu women and adolescent girls had no choice but to leave

school in order to provide for their families. The majority of them decided to try to revive the

farming industry in Medu following the President’s promise of advanced irrigation systems,

and when this promise was not fulfilled, they opted to fish despite the dangers of Wachuon

Lane.

14. In January 2021, a young activist and socialite from Medu known as Kareema Lolwe, who had a

following of over 6 million people on various platforms, started a social media campaign

urging all women and girls in Medu to form a political party to address the issues being faced

by women and girls in Akunda with a special focus on the Lo’lon women. The social media

campaign also sought to identify women interested in running in the upcoming elections to

come together to form a political party for women, by women, and of women. Kareema is

rumoured to have powerful connections in Wadawa countries.

15. By the end of February 2021, the campaign received over 1 million likes and reshares, and over

70 women showed interest in vying for political seats in the upcoming election under the

newly-formed Womengenda Party. Upon Kareema announcing the success of the social

media campaign and the launch of the Womengenda Party, she received some direct

messages on Facebook from various political leaders in Akunda, informing her that she was

not fit to run for any public seat, given that she did not have the right ethical standing in line

with the Akundan Constitution.



16. Kareema held the first meeting of the Womengenda party virtually on 28 February 2021, in

order to ensure confidentiality, given some members were in di�ferent prefectures. On 1st

March 2021, Kareema began a live feed showing herself going to register the Womengenda

political party, and announced that the Womengenda party was o�ficially ready for business and

that she would be running for President. On the same day, Kareema started receiving calls

from mobile phone numbers that she did not recognize, and upon answering, she would only

hear someone breathing heavily on the other end of the call. Gradually, Kareema started

receiving numerous unpleasant direct messages on various social media platforms, warning

her that she was ‘playing with fire.’

17. The social media attacks directed at Kareema worsened over the next couple of months,

escalating to overt threats of violence. Other Womengenda Party members also posted

messages showing attacks - including threats of violence, insults, coordinated harassment,

and the public disclosure of their private information (including their home address, contact

information, and their place of work), stalking, and hate speech – against them on various

social media platforms. By August 2021, Kareema’s accounts had been hacked twice and

information containing the Womengenda’s advocacy strategies leaked to the public. Further,

a documentary was released in September 2021 by an international NGO known as Data

Geeks alleging that the government was conducting mass surveillance of various women

a�filiated with the Womengenda party. A�ter seeing the supposed mass surveillance being

perpetrated by the state, there was a trending hashtag on Twitter,

#noWGnoDigitalRightsInvasion, where many young men noted that Womengenda Party was

the cause of the digital rights invasion, which would eventually a�fect many businesses that

are run via social media platforms. Following this, many people moved to social media calling

for Womengenda to be deregistered given that they were leading to other inconveniences that

were unnecessary.

18. The Womengenda Party released a Press Statement on 28 September 2021 calling on the

state to take action against the attacks women were facing online and to provide them with

security due to the political situation in Akunda. The Press Statement also contained a list of

women who had undergone various forms of sexual and physical violence due to their



a�filiation with the Womengenda party. They made reference to a report that was released by

an international NGO known as Freedom Initiative showing the spike in incidents of attacks

against Akundan women in the lead-up to the elections. The organization is however alleged

to have direct ties with Kareema as they supposedly receive funding from the same donors. In

the Press Statement, Womengenda Party noted that Kareema had decided to go into hiding

for her own safety but was still vying for the presidency in the upcoming elections.

19. The international community reacted strongly and decisively, threatening sanctions against

Akunda if the government did not act to protect its women and girls, especially those in

Medu. The Vice President of Akunda, H.E Sahara Lagatha made a public address on 20th

November 2021, noting that the Akundan government had been closely monitoring the

situation in Medu and expressed herself as follows:

“Akunda is a firm believer in women and girls’ rights. We have a strong constitution that

recognizes equality among men and women, and we have the Gender Equality Commission under Article 199 of

the Constitution, which has the mandate of promoting and protecting women and girls’ rights. Over the past

year, we have witnessed grave attacks against our women through social media platforms. The Akundan

government is a firm believer in supporting women in politics, I am proof of that, and we have other women in

positions of in�luence as well. Therefore, we are in support of the Womengenda Party, however, we implore them

to refrain from making allegations without proof. Law enforcement o�ficials have not received any reports of

assaults or sexual violence. To ensure we protect women on social media platforms, the Akunda government

will do the following:

a) Order XXIV of 2021 on Management of Conduct on Digital Platforms, has been gazetted today and it

creates an o�fence of cyber harassment against anyone who uses any digital platform to cause fear or

apprehension against another person. This is a prosecutable o�fence and our law enforcement o�ficials

will be monitoring social media platforms henceforth so watch what you say;

b) Akunda encourages social media companies to consider revising end-to-end encryption, to ensure the

protection of women and girls from facing various forms of violence including online sexual

exploitation and abuse;



c) Akunda will ratify the Maputo Protocol as a commitment to protect women and girls' rights, however

the same will be done with a reservation to Articles 13 and 14 noting that Akunda does not have the

resources and capacity to implement these provisions; and

d) The irrigation systems would be piloted in Medu from December 2021 to ensure that they are able to

undertake to farm as promised.

19. Following the national address, there was an uproar against Order XXIV of 2021. Many human

rights organizations organized national demonstrations between December 2021 and February 2022,

to show their lack of support for the o�fences that are provided in the order. The hashtag

#ReviveDigitalRights trended not only nationally but regionally and many people claimed that the

government was only using the claims of violence to justify violations such as mass surveillance.

Some people in positions of in�luence such as governors made public statements noting that ‘anyone

who cannot handle the internet, should not be on the internet. We do not force you to open accounts.’ In the

meantime, the Akunda Ministry of Foreign A�fairs posted on Facebook and Twitter that Akunda had

ratified the Maputo Protocol on 28th March 2022 and that the instruments were already submitted to

the African Union Legal Counsel.

20. At the beginning of April 2022, Akunda faced an internet shutdown following the uproar over

Order XXIV of 2021. The Akunda Communications Authority released a statement noting that the

shutdown was a temporary measure to protect national security. The Womengenda Party was gravely

a�fected given the majority of their advocacy and mobilization strategies heavily relied on the use of

the internet. This was also worsened by Kareema’s hiding as the members of the party were not able

to communicate and make plans with her. On account of this, the Womengenda Party was unable to

proceed with its campaign for the General Elections as from May, 2022.

21. Due to their frustrations, some of the o�ficials of the Womengenda party resorted to instituting a

petition against the state for their failure to protect and respect women and girls’ rights in Akunda.

The Petition was instituted by a local non-governmental organization known as Challenge and

Change Association (CACA). The Petition sought a declaration that the government was required to

respect its international obligations by conducting transparent investigations and ensuring the

prosecution of those responsible for the gross human rights violations meted out against Akundan



women and girls. The application cites 11 incidents where the government was approached by way of

petitions to investigate cases of violence against women in Medu as well as other regions, both o��line

and online; the petition also demonstrated cases of violence where the survivors were unable to file

charges against the prosecutors and others who chose not to. Further, the Petition sought a

declaration on the government’s failure to ensure the political participation of women in Akunda.

Moreover, the Petition made reference to other violations such as violation of freedom of expression,

access to information as well as socio-economic rights specifically education and water.

21. The matter was referred to the Constitutional Court, as it was related to the interpretation of the

Constitution. The Constitutional Court subsequently rendered a decision on the matter towards the

end of July 2020 and noted that the Gender Equality Commission was already conducting

investigations on the matter hence there was no need for the court to pronounce itself. Further, the

court noted that the mandate to protect women and girls from online violence does not solely lie on

the state due to the nature of the internet hence they lacked jurisdiction to adjudicate the case.

22. CACA informed Womengenda party o�ficials that the Supreme Court is seemingly unwilling to

render a decision on the matter given the General Elections are to be held in September 2022 hence

they should consider going before the African Court of Human and Peoples’ Rights.

23. The matter is set to be heard by the African Court. Prepare memorials for both applicants and

respondents on the following :

A. Jurisdiction and Admissibility; and

B. The merits of the case.


